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an alliance in 1887 and 1889; which came to nothing because
Bismarck would not for Great Britain's sake incur risks of war
with his eastern neighbour. But Russia's approach towards
India across the roof of the world was geographically unhopeful.
Somewhere about 1890 she became aware of this, and turned
to a third field, the Far East. Here the Trans-Siberian Railway,
started by the aid of French capital in 1891, pointed to easier
possibilities, since Manchuria and northern China were with-
out natural defences. Unfortunately, the new line of advance
threatened British interests no less than the others had, although
in a different way.
The seizure of Port Arthur in 1898 had brought Russian troops
to Liao-tung, and in i goo they occupied the whole of Manchuria.
In that year, indeed, China, disorganized by the 'Boxer* out-
break and the European counter-campaign, seemed on the verge
of dissolution. On 16 October, as we saw above,1 Great Britain
and Germany concluded a pact to maintain her integrity and
the 'open door9 for all nations' trade. Called by the Germans the
Yangtse Agreement (because their original draft of it referred to
the Yangtse basin, though that eventually signed covered 'all
Chinese territory as far as they can exercise influence9), it pro-
vided that if a third power sought 'any territorial advantages in
Chinese dominions9, these two were to discuss common action.
Great Britain attached so much value to Germany9s helping her
to stop Russia that she did not make, as till then she had,2 any
special claim for herself in the Yangtse basin. The next phase
was that the other powers, including Russia, adhered to the
pact; and the next again, that early in 1901 Great Britain ascer-
tained the Tsar's government to be attempting two new en-
croachments, and inquired of Germany what she would do. The
answer was 'Nothing9; her chancellor, Billow, declaring in the
Reichstag that the Yangtse Agreement excluded Manchuria. In
the house of commons the British undersecretary, Lord Gran-
borne,3 retorted that the Agreement covered North China; and
certainly, had it not, Britain would have had small motive for
signing. In sum, as a co-guarantor of Chinese integrity, Germany
within five months proved a broken reed.
It speaks volumes for the extent to which French and Russian
1 p. 262.
* Notably in a Russo-British Agreement of the previous year.
3 Lord Salisbury's eldest son, who succeeded his father in 1903 as fourth marquess.